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URBANISM	
	
the pursuit of	
	
URBANITY	
	
•  A collective system of values	
•  A certain level of economic & political 
development	
•  The sophisticated pursuit of pleasure 
(happiness)	
•  A high level of intellectual & artistic 
excellence	
	(Armstrong: In Search of Civilization)	
	
URBANISM	
ENTROPY	
REVOLUTION	
AGRICULTURAL	 INDUSTRIAL	
DIGITAL	TRANSPORT	
Glasgow 1958	
Refusal	
Glasgow 1978	
Renewal	
Glasgow 2008	
Recovery	
Glasgow 1998	
Reinvention	
A GLOBAL 
LOCAL VIEW 
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North American 
Sub-region
EU/EFTA or Western and 
Central European Sub-region
Sub-region of 
Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Caucasus 
and Central Asia 
(EERCCA)
Countries of 
South East Europe
 - United States
 - Canada
 - Armenia 
 - Azerbaijan 
 - Belarus
 - Georgia
 - Kazakhstan
 - Kyrgyzstan
 - Moldova
 - Russian
 - Tajikistan
 - Turkmenistan
 - Ukraine
 - Uzbekistan
 - Austria
 - Belgium
 - Bulgaria
 - Croatia
 - Republic of Cyprus
 - Czech Republic,
 - Denmark
 - Hungary
 - Ireland
 - Italy
 - Latvia
 - Lithuania
 - Luxembourg
 - Malta
 - Netherlands
 - Poland
 - Portugal
 - Romania
 - Slovakia
 - Slovenia
 - Spain
 - Sweden 
 - the UK
354.4million
(2013) 287million
(2014)
520million
(?)
 - Republic of Turkey
 - the State of Israel
 - Bosnia-Herzegovina Montenegro
 - the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia
 - Serbia 
 - Albania
100million
(?)
EU countries
EFTA countries
 - Iceland
 - Liechtenstein
 - Norway
 - Switzerland
The Sub-Regions of the UNECE with statistics on population
North	America	 EU/EFTA	 Eastern	Europe	Russia	
Caucasus	&	Central	Asia	
South	East	Europe	
290	
100	
355	
520	
The	Territories	of	the	United	Na=ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	
VANCOUVER	
VLADIVOSTOK	
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AGEING & LOW FERTILITY IN THE 
UNECE REGION
I	
THE BOREAL FOREST OR ‘TAIGA’
extends across the UNECE Region
greater in extent than the Amazon rain forest
I	
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THE CYCLE OF URBAN CONCENTRATION : ‘SUPER-CITIES’
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THE SPRAWLING CITY – a negaMve urban cycle
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THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiMve urban cycle
STRESS 
SHOCK
•  Enhance natural & 
man-made assets 
•  Assure continuity of 
critical services 
•  Provide mobility & 
communications  
•  Promote cohesive & 
engaged communities 
•  Ensure stability, 
security & justice 
•  Foster economic 
prosperity 
•  Meet basic needs 
•  Support livelihood & 
employment 
•  Ensure public services 
•  Promote leadership & 
effective management 
•  Empower stakeholders 
•  Foster long term & 
integrated planning 
Leadership & 
Strategy 
Health & 
Wellbeing 
Economy & 
Society 
Infrastructure 
& 
Environment 
THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiMve urban cycle
Effective 
Labour 
Market 
Dense 
Development 
Integrated 
Public 
Transport 
Efficient 
Public 
Services 
THE COMPACT CITY – a posiMve urban cycle
HABITAT III REGIONAL REPORT ON THE UNECE  
 
Towards a city-focused,  
people-centred and integrated approach 
to the New Urban Agenda 
 
the metropolitan context of the UNECE 	



New Middle-land	
SoWat	
UK is one ‘Super-city’	
The Northern	
Horseshoe	
Glas-burgh	
BRUSSELS 
CALLING …  
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Glasgow	
Manchester	
Copenhagen	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
Barcelona	

Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	to	live	in	…		
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	health	care	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	sports	provision	in	…		
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	the	cultural	oﬀer	in	…		
Barcelona	
Glasgow	
Copenhagen	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	the	public	realm	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Amsterdam	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Glasgow	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	the	retail	oﬀer	in	…		
Glasgow	
Berlin	
Manchester	
Amsterdam	
Barcelona	
Copenhagen	
It	is	easy	to	ﬁnd	a	job	in…		
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Manchester	
I	think	housing	is	aﬀordable	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Manchester	
Copenhagen	
Amsterdam	
I	think	foreign	people	are	good	for	…		
Barcelona	
Copenhagen	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
I	think	foreign	people	are	integrated	in	…		
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	feel	safe	in	…		
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Glasgow	
Amsterdam	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
The	people	in	…	are	trustworthy	
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	the	cleanliness	of	…		
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Copenhagen	
I	like	the	greenness	of…		
Manchester	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa=sﬁed	with	the	life	I	lead	in	…		
Lowest–	retail,	housing	aﬀordability	
(Barcelona)	(Berlin	Amsterdam	Copenhagen)	
Highest	–	health,	jobs,	openness	
(Amsterdam)	(Copenhagen)	(Copenhagen)	
Crea=ve	Ci=es	are	
Goldilocks	Ci+es?	
	
not	too	good	and	not	too	bad,	
a	bit	of	EDGE?	
	
Glasgow	never	lower	than	median	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
I	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
THE GLASGOW 
EFFECT? 
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THE GLASGOW 
EFFECT? 
GLASGOW HAS 
A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM 
4 




Creative Cities	
	People who can, exercise 
choice about place, based 
on…	
	
•  Liveable neighbourhoods	
•  Public space for public life	
•  Comfortable & effective 
transport	
	these things matter no less to 
those who cannot choose	



THE CREATIVE 
ECOSYSTEM 
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…	is	not	a	new	
concept.	


This	is	…	
…	elegant	 …	messy	
This	is	…	
…	an	oﬃce	 …	a	studio	
This	is	…	
…	Anderston	
This	is	…	
…	(semi-permanent)	meanwhile	use	
…	keep	it	crea=ve!	
•  In the knowledge age, the ‘best chance’ cities are in super-city 
competitive groups;	
•  Super-cities are characterised by:	
•  concentration and the risk of coalescence;	
•  compactness and resilience are key;	
•  the ‘new urban agenda’ will focus on cities, their people and 
the INTEGRATION of services;	
•  In Europe, Glasgow performs well within its (self-selected) peer 
group in terms of quality of life and the experience economy;	
•  The Glasgow Effect is well-understood – the twin challenges 
of health and inequality are central to the city’s plans but should 
not dominate;	
•  Glasgow is well-placed and has the pre-conditions to develop a 
‘creative ecosystem’ with creative production as a central part of 
the City’s strategy – but don’t overwork.	
